Summer 2026

The metrological summer starts in June, but rain early in the month made it feel more like April! Now the
weather has improved, | hope you’re all getting a chance to enjoy the Park. We have a selection of events
across the summer, so hopefully I'll see you at some of them.

It's a time to celebrate and reflect, as the Friends of Grosvenor &
Hilbert Park is now 15 years old! FOGH began in June 2011, when
Park users and representatives of the Borough Council (TWBC) met
at St Barnabas School, aiming to start a Friends of the Park group.
This would represent Park users and work with TWBC to improve
the Park, which badly needed refurbishment. An application was
made to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for money to regenerate
the Park, and £2.3 million was awarded in 2014. FoGH committee
members sat on the Project Board and helped to influence the
redevelopment.

Extensive works transformed the children’s playground and the
Marnock Lake area was restored and refurbished. The tired

8 bowls pavilion was extended to become the Hub and indoor

§ café. The Rochdale Road entrance was reopened, and the
Upper Grosvenor Road entrance improved. A wetland area was
" created, with specimen trees planted in partnership with
Bedgebury Pinetum. FoGH took the lead to develop the
Community Orchard, with trees sponsored by the local
community. Before and after photos are in the Summer 2016
newsletter archive on the FOGH website.

Over the years we’ve delivered numerous events, often themed
around the wildlife and nature in the Park. These included 7
Family Fetes, with the last one in 2019, when we concluded these
are too labour-intensive for our small group to run. If anyone would
like to take up the baton to organise another large-scale event like
this, we gladly would lend our support and advice.

P -

. One of the FOGH aims was to enhance the Park, so we arranged to install the
water bottle refill station by the Auckland Road entrance and paid for the
defibrillator at the Hub. We worked with Kent High Weald Partnership to
extend the boardwalk towards the Redleaf Close entrance. The FoGH
committee are currently working with the TWBC Parks Team to replace the
faded playground graphics and install new interpretation boards, with more
information on the Park’s history and wildlife. Watch this space!

Finally, I'm aware that Park users are disappointed by the closure of the Beaver Bridge by Folly Shaw. The
TWBC Parks Team have advised that the structure needs to be completely replaced, ideally with steel
supports to prevent future rot. This is an expensive project, and they are working to secure funding.

Chris Hughes — FoGH Chair, June 2026



Events & Activities Roundup

FoGH Annual General Meeting

We held our AGM on Thursday 19th March AGM. The Chair and
Treasurer reports showed that 2025 was another successful year, and
the well-received events made an overall surplus. We welcomed
Lindsay to the committee, who has kindly agreed to take the vacant
position of Secretary. After the AGM ended, we had a talk from local
beekeeper Martin Barrett about the threat from the Yellow Legged
Asian Hornet. Martin explained how the non-native insects spread
following their initial discovery in southern France. He distributed
Asian Hornet traps and explained how to report any of the insects
found. Our thanks to Martin and to all those who attended.

Tony Cheeseman’s Retirement Party

On the following afternoon numerous people came to the Hub to wish Tony well in his
retirement. This included children from St Barnabas School and local police officers.
FoGH and the TWBC Parks Department provided tea and cakes, and there was a
commemorative book for Park users to sign. Liz Edwards from the FOGH committee
thanked Tony for his hard work over the years, then presented him with a card and
cheque. Local resident and TWBC Leader Ben Chapelard also gave a speech. Best
wishes to Tony for a long and happy retirement!

Wildflower Meadow Seed Sowing

On Saturday 18th April 4 FoGH volunteers systematically sowed wildflower
meadow seeds in the Community Orchard, where the yellow rattle has
established. We chose a seed mix containing 44 different native wildflower
species, with the ratio of 45% flowers to grasses. Hopefully these will start to
bloom from spring, through the summer and into the autumn.

Blossom Celebration

FoGH held our first ever Japanese inspired Blossom Celebration on
Saturday 18th April. There were Japanese food stalls, selling a variety of
drinks and dishes. At the Hub FoGH offered Japanese themed crafts for
children, and there was a trail leading up to the Community Orchard.
Japanese storytelling was on offer in the orchard, surrounded by beautiful
blossoming trees. This was a great success, and our sincere thanks go to
the local Japanese community for all their hard work.

Dog Show

The ever-popular FOGH Dog Show took place on
Saturday 25th April, with registration to enter starting
at 9.30. Former parkkeeper Tony Cheeseman
returned as Head Judge, with Mark doing a sterling
job as compere.

There were hot and cold drinks on offer, as well as a
wide selection of cakes and biscuits Crowds enjoyed
watching the dogs perform in the ring, and the results
can be found on the FOGH Facebook page.

The Dog Show and all the other FOGH events would not be possible without the help of our sterling
volunteers — so thanks very much to them all!



Summer & Autumn Events in the Park

Moth Identification Morning...........c.ccooviiiiiiiinnn. Saturday 20th June 10.30am — 12.30pm
There are 59 types of butterflies in the UK, but over 2500 moth species!

Join Dr lan Beavis to see moths caught overnight in a garden next to the Park.

Free drop-in event at the Hub. Suitable for all ages.

Invasive Species Removal............cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. Wednesday 24th June 10am - 3pm
Kent High Weald Partnership conservation volunteer days =~ Thursday 25th June 10am — 3pm
Non-native Himalayan Balsam shades out native plants & spreads rapidly along streams.

Tea, coffee & biscuits provided: bring a packed lunch if you are staying all day.

Meet at the Hilbert Road gates & please wear suitable clothing & footwear.

Invasive Species Removal...........cccveiiiiiiiiiiiiiininn. Thursday 16th July 10am — 3pm
KHWP Volunteer Day. Tea, coffee & biscuits provided: bring a packed lunch if needed.
Meet at the Hilbert Road gates & please wear suitable clothing & footwear.

Meadow Bug Hunt..........coooiiiiiii e Sunday 26th July 10.30am — 12.30pm
Dr lan Beavis will lead this exploration of the creatures hiding in the grasses.

We'll start at the Hub before heading to the Park’s meadow areas.

Ticketed event: see the FOGH website, social media & posters for more information.

Please wear suitable clothing & footwear.

Bat Walk.......ccoiiiii e Thursday 30th July 8.30 — 9.30pm
A walk to look for bats around the Park using detectors to hear their echolocation calls.

Ticketed event: see the FOGH website, social media & posters for more information.

We’ll meet by the Hub before heading towards the wetlands & the woods.

Orchard Inspection & Pruning.............cccoevuvnnen. Sunday 2nd August 11am — 1pm & 2 — 4pm
Stone fruit (cherries, plums & damsons) is pruned in summer, to minimise any risk of disease.
Please bring secateurs or loppers if possible. Please wear suitable clothing & footwear.

Moth Identification Morning............ccccvcviiiiinnnnne. Saturday 15th August 10.30am — 12.30pm
Join Dr lan Beavis as we investigate the moth trap. All moths are released unharmed.

The moths found in August will be different to those we saw in June.

Free drop-in event at the Hub. Suitable for all ages.

Water Aid TalK........ccccviiiiiiiciercrr e e Wednesday 26th August 7pm for 7.30 start
Talk about global water issues by Water Aid volunteer Paul Kent.

Learn about water supply in poorer countries save & climate change issues.

At the Hub: light refreshments will be available before the talk starts.

Community Orchard Mowing & Raking.................... Wednesday 9th September 10am — 3pm
KHWP volunteer day. Tea, coffee & biscuits provided: bring a packed lunch if needed.
Meet at the Hilbert Road gates & please wear suitable clothing & footwear.

Wetland Management............cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiieee e Thursday 10th September 10am — 3pm
KHWP volunteer day, to maintain the mosaic of wetland habitats.

Tea, coffee & biscuits provided: bring a packed lunch if needed.

Meet at the Auckland Road gates & please wear suitable clothing & footwear.

Wetland Management.............c.ccoocviiiiiiiciiieenaens Wednesday 16th September 10am — 3pm
KHWP volunteer days. Thursday 17th September 10am — 3pm
Tea, coffee & biscuits provided: bring a packed lunch if needed.

Meet at the Auckland Road gates & please wear suitable clothing & footwear.

AppPle Day......ccoiiiiiie e Saturday 3rd October 11am - 2pm
At the Oast House (by Hilbert Rd entrance). Join FOGH for children’s craft activities & refreshments.
We'll be making juice with our apple press: bring bottles & any spare apples from your own tree.

Lots of volunteers needed to help cut up the apples! Free event but donations welcome.

# # Please note: children must be accompanied by a responsible adult at all events. # #
For more information about any events, see social media & look out for posters in the Park.
FoGH website: www.fogh.org.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/GrosvenorHilbert
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/ghparkfriends/

To learn more about conservation volunteering days with KHWP, see www.khwp.org.uk/



