
What is the community orchard? 
An orchard is a collection of fruit and, sometimes, nut 
trees often planted among grass full of wild flowers. 
Just as traditional orchards were often the centre of 
village life and a cornerstone of the rural economy, 
community orchards are excellent places for people to 
come together to plant and cultivate local and unusual 
varieties of fruit trees. They can be a focal point for 
community activities such as Apple Day, open air plays, 
picnics, story-telling events and festivals, used as an 
educational resource, or simply as a green haven in 
which to relax and wind-down. 
 
Who is it for? 
The community orchard is for everyone – local           
residents, park users, schools, and visitors. 
 
Who chooses/plants/looks after the trees? 
The tree varieties are chosen by a team made up from 
the Friends of Grosvenor and Hilbert Park, local         
residents, the Council, and the landscape architects   
using advice from local commercial fruit growers and 
other successful community orchard projects.  With the 
exception of the first 15 trees that will start the orchard 
off, members of the local community will have the   
opportunity to sponsor and plant their own tree with 
the help of the Friends group and volunteers. We hope 
that many people who will have sponsored and planted 
their own trees will continue to help look after them.  
However, a team of volunteers will be responsible for 
the general management of the orchard. 

How is it funded? 
The initial planting of the community orchard is funded by 
the Heritage and Big Lottery Funds as part of the Parks for 
People regeneration project.  This will be supplemented 
by tree sponsorship money which will also help fund 
maintenance and wildflower meadow management.  
Planting and management will be carried out by             
volunteers. 
 
Why are you taking over one of the fields in the park? 
The decision to have a community orchard came about as 
part of the lottery funded regeneration project for the 
park. Consultation for the project showed a lot of support 
for improving and enhancing the heritage features of the 
park.  The orchard links back to the days when Hilbert Park 
used to be Charity Farm and ties in with the other heritage 
improvements of the lottery project.  The creation of a 
community orchard will also help enhance the park’s     
biodiversity and provide an important resource and focal 
point for community events and education. 
 
Will the whole field be used? 
Areas of the field will be left open for picnicking and there 
will also be areas of wildflower meadow. So the field will 
not be full of trees and there will be plenty of open space. 
 
How are you choosing what to plant? 
Species will be chosen based on a number of factors     
including origin, disease resistance, site suitability,        
pollination requirements, compatibility, fruit use and of 
course, taste. 
 
Where do the trees come from? 
We will be using a long-established and reputable UK 
based supplier recommended by local fruit growers for 
our community trees who has a proven track record of 
good quality stock. Consultation with other community 
orchards has shown that the best supplier for our very 
specific requirements is Frank P Matthews at Tenbury 
Wells, Worcs. 
 
 
 
 

What are you going to do about vandalism? 
The newly planted trees will be protected with suitable 
systems and we hope that the greater community         
involvement we have in the project, the less likely          
vandalism will be.   
 
Will there be seating in the orchard? 
Yes, there will be some seating installed in the orchard 
so people can enjoy the space at their leisure. 
 
Is the orchard open to all? 
The orchard is open to all and we hope everyone will 
enjoy this beautiful new space and the years ahead of 
delicious local fruit and pretty spring blossom. 
 
When will it be planted? 
15 semi-mature trees (3 crab apple, 3 black mulberry, 3 
damson, 3 cherry, and 3 plum) will be planted by       
contractor in early December, during National Tree 
Week 2014. The first phase of community planting of 
25 trees will take place in February 2015 (potentially 
half term week). We anticipate the second phase of 
planting will occur in winter 2015/16 and a possible 
third phase in the following season. 
 
How can I apply for tree sponsorship? 
Members of the local community will be able to      
complete an application form between the 1st and 31st    
December 2014. This form will be available on the 
Friends website www.fogh.org.uk or you can call 07917 
643961 for a form to be posted to you.  If we are    
oversubscribed a ballot system will be used to select 
successful applicants at random.  All applicants will be 
contacted in January. 
 
What happens if I am not successful on the first 
round? 
If you are not successful in your application for the first 
phase of planting, you will be added to the waiting list 
for the second phase to occur in winter 2015/16. 

FAQs 

http://www.fogh.org.uk


Information & Frequently 

Asked Questions 

The Community Orchard project is part of the lottery 

funded regeneration project for Grosvenor and Hilbert 

Park and is managed by the Friends of Grosvenor & 

Hilbert Park in partnership with the Tunbridge Wells 

Borough Council. 

For further information please contact the Community 

Engagement Officer, Cally Fiddimore, by emailing    

cally.fiddimore@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or call 07917 

643961. 

If you are interested in volunteering in the park please 

get in touch also. Or if you wish to join the Friends 

group please visit their website at www.fogh.org.uk 
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www.ghparkhlf.blogspot.co.uk 

27 Nov 2014  

Volunteer day to mark out the orchard 

(10am—2pm) 

 

Dec 2014  

15 semi-mature trees planted by       

contractor to start the orchard off 

 

Feb 2015  

25 sponsored trees planted by local 

community (potentially half term week) 

 

Winter 2015/16  

Second phase of community planting 

 

Winter 2016/17  

Third phase of community planting 

Community Orchard Timeline 

Grosvenor &           

Hilbert Park 


