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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document summarises our developed design for the Grassy Knoll site, 
and builds on the work already presented at outline design stage.

Our proposal; a robust and characterful local stone ‘stoop’  to create 
opportunities a public meeting spot, has been shaped by our engagement 
activities to date - and conversation with potential local fabricators.

Significantly, we have responded to comments with regards to the name 
and terminology. We are now referring to the artwork as “Grosvenor Rocks” 
which will receive “temporary, then carved adornments”. This is influenced 
by the more organic form and narrative that we have now taken.
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

Our development so far has been influenced by our experience in Tunbridge 
Wells, and this has been especially focused by our two planned engagement 
events. We have learned a number of lessons from both these which have 
shaped, and will shape the physical design and upcoming events.

Walking tour
The walking tour led by Ian Beavis has been key to the direction chosen 
for development. This was discussed at our last meeting and the tour was 
attended by guests from FOGH, the Civic Society and other interested parties.

‘Big Draw’ test carving 
Ahead of the proposed Arrival Day events for the Grosvenor Rocks, we used 
the CREATE Big Draw event on 27th October to test people’s responses to 
a series of prompts, and to introduce the idea of carving by using Scratch 
Board to record drawings and written contributions. We used the following 
prompts and invited people to carve the surface of a communal drawing: 
1. Draw or describe your favourite place to sit, 2. Draw or describe your 
favourite memory close to this spot, 3. What message would you leave for 
the next visitor?

Most people felt comfortable to contribute to the work, and it was interesting 
to note how themes developed across the drawing, with one person adding to 
a previous illustration or idea. From the exercise we learnt that:

 — It will be important to provide a prompt for people to respond to when 
asking them to mark the artwork on Arrival Day.

 — We will want to collect a mixture of drawn and written responses.
 — We will need to curate and adapt responses to ensure that the final 

inscriptions will be communicative into the future, not just for those 
who attended the Arrival Day.

 — People seemed more comfortable to add contributions they were 
familiar with: a particular place or memory, rather than having a 
completely open remit.

 — People were sometimes worried that their contribution wouldn’t be 
‘right’ or ‘good enough’ - this maybe heightened by the idea that it will be 
‘set in stone’, so our prompts should be clear and encouraging.

 — The tools or drawing methods we use on the Arrival Day will need to be 
suitable for all ages (the Scratch Board carving tools were challenging 
for young children).
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MATERIALS & MAKING TECHNIQUES

We will use Royal Tunbridge Wells’ vernacular materials to give Grosvenor 
Rocks an sense of place. We will visit a local quarry to source sandstone, 
and use local masons to form the stoop and carve the piece ‘in-situ’. 
This choice of materials will also result in a robust, low-maintenance 
installation that will gain character with age, rather than deteriorate.

We have been speaking to five potential fabricators:
1. Weatherly & Foot - Tunbridge Wells
2. Lambs - Billingshurst
3. Burslem - Frant
4. Albourne Stone & Marble - Lewes 
5. Derek Tourle - Uckfield

Our final selection will be driven by the specialist skills and acumen 
required for this commission. Our shortlist all work locally to Tunbridge 
Wells and we are keen to support the local economy through the making of  
‘Grosvenor Rocks’.

Wealden Sandstone from Lamb’s Philpots Quarry; building grade & top grade
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EVENTS & ENGAGEMENT

Arrival day
The Arrival Day is planned for end 
of March 2013, we suggest that it 
would be best placed to fit with 
Easter holidays and other planned 
local events.

Anticipated date: 
TBC

Invitees: 
Friends of Grosvenor & Hilbert 
Park, local schools, CREATE 
members and contacts,  K College 
Students, local residents and 
businesses.

Activities: 
The community will be invited 
to contribute temporary surface 
inscriptions to the newly installed 
‘Grosvenor Rocks’ using chalk. 
Prompts such as, “What is your 
favourite thing about this place?” 
will be used to gather written 
and drawn responses that will be 
curated before being permanently 
carved into the surface of the work.

Carving time
Personal, characterful and informal 
markings made on the Arrival Day 
will be recorded for posterity. The 
ephemeral notes  will be made 
permanent with the help of a local 
stonemason. 

Anticipated dates: 
TBC

Invitees: 
Local stonemason, Friends of 
Grosvenor and Hilbert Park, K 
College Students

Activities: 
Following the Arrival Day markings, 
the public contributions will be 
permanently carved into the 
surface of the piece by a stone 
mason. This process is anticipated 
to take around 2 weeks, during 
which time the progress of the 
works will be visible to the public. 
The inscriptions may also include 
project credits.

Steering group
We would like to convene the wider 
steering group by the beginning 
of December so that they can 
influence and partake in the 
onwards development with the 
fabricators and stone masons.

This group will consist of 
volunteers from FOGH, local 
residents and community 
organisers from Camden Road.

Wider communication &  
web presence
There has been some desire 
expressed to have a wider influence 
or even web presence along with 
the delivery of the project.

At the moment FOGH have adopted 
the promotion of the project 
to their members - and this is 
valuable for the long term success 
of the project. We will have further 
discussion with FOGH about how 
best to use their networks to 
communicate the ‘Grosvenor Rocks’.

We are looking at how the arrival 
day and carving time could be 
supported by a project blog that 
would allow people to upload 
images, photos or comments 
for inspiration for the carved 
adornments. Once completed, 
this blog will become an archive 
record of the process of brining the 
artwork to fruition.

An example from an HLF funded 
project for the National Trust:
http://croomewithdrawingroom.
wordpress.com/
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